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GLOBAL"\EXUSBRIEF

CYBERATTACKDISRUPTS
GULF OIL

A major cyberattack crippled oil
infrastructure in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait,
halting production and exports for several
days. The incident affected nearly 8% of
global crude output, pushing Brent oil
above $115 per barrel. Western intelligence
sources attributed the breach to a state-

linked hacking group, though no nation was
officially named. The disruption exposed
vulnerabilities in the energy sector’s digital
systems and prompted urgent security
reviews across OPEC and allied countries.
Analysts warned that cyberwarfare
targeting critical energy assets could
trigger future global supply shocks.
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Extreme weather and poor harvests
drove a surge in global food prices, with
the UN reporting grain reserves at a
ten-year low. Droughts hit South Asia
and East Africa, while floods destroyed
crops in Central America. Protests
erupted in several developing nations Mass demonstrations erupted in Europe, Asia,
as bread and rice prices doubled. and North America after leaks revealed that
Governments scrambled to secure multiple governments had secretly used Al-
imports, and the G20 convened powered surveillance systems to track citizens.
Protesters accused authorities of breaching
privacy laws and demanded transparency and
stronger digital rights protections. Technology
firms faced backlash for supplying predictive-
policing software, forcing several to suspend
contracts.

emergency talks on export restrictions
and humanitarian aid. Economists
warned the crisis could push millions
into food insecurity, threatening global
economic recovery and political
stability into 2026.
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Ankara and Baghdad signed a landmark border
security agreement designed to coordinate
operations against PKK militants while avoiding
territorial disputes. The deal establishes joint
operations centers, cross-border notification
protocols, and shared drone surveillance data.
Both governments framed the accord as a step
toward stabilizing trade and infrastructure in the
tri-border region. Analysts view it as a rare
moment of alignment between the two capitals
after years of friction over unilateral Turkish
military actions.
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The UAE unveiled a $9 billion investment plan to
become a leading exporter of green hydrogen
and ammonia, with production hubs in Al
Ruwais and Khor Fakkan. The projects will rely
on desalinated water and solar power to
produce clean fuel for Asian markets.
Partnerships with South Korea and Japan
secured long-term offtake agreements, making
the UAE one of the first Gulf states to
operationalize commercial hydrogen exports.

Yemen Truce
Framework Talks
UN-mediated talks in Muscat

produced a preliminary Yemen truce
roadmap centered on shared port
revenues, gradual public salary
payments, and humanitarian corridors.
The framework proposes incremental
ceasefire zones tied to verification by
joint committees and UN monitors.
Delegates reported cautious
optimism, with both sides agreeing to
technical follow-up meetings on
prisoner exchanges and demining.
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The Jordanian government introduced
a phased subsidy reform program
targeting energy and food subsidies,
replacing them with direct digital cash
transfers. The policy aims to reduce
the budget deficit while maintaining
social protection for low-income
families. Implementation will rely on
biometric ID verification and a new
digital payment system backed by the
World Bank. Economists commended
Amman’s cautious approach.
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The European Central Bank maintained interest
rates but unveiled a flexible bond reinvestment
plan aimed at supporting vulnerable eurozone
economies. The policy shift provides breathing
space for southern states facing high borrowing
costs. Market reactions were mixed, with
investors cautiously optimistic about liquidity
stabilization.
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Barents Gas Project

Norway’s government approved a major gas field
development in the Barents Sea, including an
electrified platform to reduce emissions intensity.
The $11 billion project is set to begin production
by 2030 and bolster Europe’s medium-term
energy security. Environmental groups opposed
the decision, citing climate risks and Arctic
ecosystem threats. Oslo defended the move as
essential to energy stability during the green
transition period.

EU Al Regulation Finalized

EU negotiators reached a final agreement on the Artificial Intelligence Act, setting
stringent rules on data transparency, model auditing, and high-risk applications. The
legislation introduces a compliance calendar extending into 2027 to help smaller firms
adapt. Industry leaders hailed the clarity but warned of competitiveness risks against U.S.
and Chinese firms. The act is being viewed globally as the first comprehensive regulatory

framework for Al governance.
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Africa

MOZAMBIQUE LNG RESTART

TotalEnergies confirmed the phased restart
of its liquefied natural gas project in Cabo
Delgado, following improved security
conditions. Enhanced patrols, drone
monitoring, and local community programs
reduced insurgent incidents near the site.
The restart could restore billions in export
revenue for Mozambique, but aid groups
warn that displaced civilians still face
limited access to basic services.

Tunisia Subsidy Reform Bill

The IMF praised Ghana’s fiscal performance
during its latest program review, noting
improved tax revenue and inflation moderation.
The government announced plans to further
tighten spending and clear domestic arrears by

Tunisia’s parliament passed a law to phase out
blanket food and fuel subsidies, replacing them
with targeted digital assistance. The reform is

part of a larger IMF-supported fiscal
consolidation effort. Public unions warned of

potential unrest, but the government pledged
gradual implementation to prevent social
backlash.

mid-2026. Analysts view the progress as a sign
of stabilization after years of debt distress,
though currency volatility remains a concern.

Ethiopia-Somaliland Trade Corridor

Ethiopia and Somaliland announced major progress on harmonizing customs procedures
and transport regulations along the Berbera Corridor, cutting container transit time by
30%. The deal strengthens Ethiopia’s access to the Red Sea and could transform
Somaliland into a regional logistics hub. Diplomats praised the move as an example of
pragmatic cooperation in a politically sensitive region.
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Indonesia’s sovereign wealth fund finalized new
public—private investments worth over $6 billion
in grid-scale battery storage, geothermal plants,
and green hydrogen infrastructure. These
projects are designed to phase out coal peaker
plants and promote renewable integration by
2030. To facilitate investment, Jakarta
introduced new permitting reforms to expedite
land acquisition and environmental clearances.
The moves bolster Indonesia’s reputation
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Wellington announced a midyear infrastructure
rebudget, redirecting funds from lower-priority

transport projects toward flood protection,
climate-resilient housing, and coastal defense
works. The finance ministry acknowledged
short-term fiscal strain but emphasized the
long-term savings from reduced disaster losses.
Economists praised the reallocation for
addressing urgent climate adaptation needs,
though opposition lawmakers criticized the
government for suspending several rural road
projects..

South Korea Supply-Chain
Security Law

Seoul passed its first Strategic
Industries Protection Act, mandating

diversified import  sourcing  for
semiconductors, rare earths, and
advanced materials. The law
establishes a national supply-chain

risk center, tasked with coordinating
private-public early-warning systems
and maintaining strategic reserves. It
also restricts outbound investment in
sensitive chip fabrication abroad, a
move viewed as a response to U.S—
China technology competition.

Philippines-Japan Access
Pact Nears Ratification

The Philippine Senate advanced the
long-negotiated Reciprocal Access
Agreement with Japan, paving the

way for expanded troop rotations,
logistics prepositioning, and joint
disaster-response drills. The

agreement will allow Japanese Self-
Defense Forces access to bases in
Luzon and Palawan for training and
humanitarian operations. Lawmakers
framed the pact as critical to regional
deterrence, especially amid maritime
tensions in the South China Sea.




America

Mexico unveiled a comprehensive debt
management plan for state oil giant Pemex,
including bond buybacks, asset sales, and
reduced state guarantees. The reform aims to
stabilize finances and attract foreign investment
into cleaner energy production. Markets
responded positively, though analysts warned
that long-term viability depends on curbing
operational inefficiencies and corruption.
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Brazil issued its first sovereign green bond,
raising $4.2 billion to finance reforestation,
electric transport, and grid modernization
projects. The bond was heavily oversubscribed,
signaling investor confidence in Brazil's
environmental agenda. Officials pledged strict
transparency and third-party verification to
ensure credibility, framing the issue as a
landmark in sustainable finance for Latin
America.

Chile Lithium
Partnership
Framework

Chile introduced new regulations for

public-private lithium ventures,
setting environmental safeguards,
water usage caps, and mandatory

domestic processing targets. The plan
seeks to expand value-added exports
and attract Western partners for
battery production. Industry experts
said the framework could make Chile
a leader in responsible lithium mining
if effectively enforced.

Canada Arctic Patrol
Expansion

Ottawa signed contracts for three new
Arctic Offshore Patrol Ships featuring
ice-class hulls and advanced
surveillance suites. The investment
boosts Canada's northern defense and
sovereignty capabilities amid
increased Russian and Chinese
presence in polar waters. Officials said
the ships would also support scientific
missions and search-and-rescue
operations, underlining the growing
strategic importance of the Arctic.
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Future of Artificial Intelligence: Power, Promise, and Peril

As artificial intelligence continues to reshape
the global landscape in 2025, the world stands
at a crossroads between innovation and
instability. What was once an emerging
technology has now become a defining force in
economic growth, security strategy, and social
governance.

Al systems now influence global markets, power
infrastructure, and even government decision-
making—yet the same technology fueling
progress has also triggered anxiety about
control, ethics, and privacy.

The current wave of Al advancement, driven by
generative and predictive models, has pushed
automation into fields once considered
uniguely human: policymaking, journalism,
healthcare, and defense. Governments are
racing to integrate Al into public administration
and national security, using algorithms to
forecast crises and analyze global threats in real
time.

At the same time, corporations rely on Al to
optimize logistics, energy management, and
customer engagement. The speed of
deployment, however, often outpaces
regulation, leaving policymakers struggling to
catch up with technology that evolves faster
than legislation.

This year, public backlash against unregulated
surveillance and algorithmic bias exposed the
darker side of Al's rapid adoption. Protests in
multiple countries reflected growing mistrust of
how personal data is collected and used.

As artificial intelligence becomes deeply
embedded in governance and law enforcement,
the risk of eroding civil liberties is increasingly
real. The global debate now revolves around
one central question: how to govern Al without
stifling innovation.
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